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was only half an hour before the train started for Sofia,
but he talked international politics most of the time.

But King Boris would not promise to sign any
agreements. The Mushanof ministry in Sofia was the
most favourable to Jugoslavia that Bulgaria had had
since the war, but it was still in peril from the Macedonian
Revolutionary Committee, who pursued an anti-Serb
policy guided by Italy. Boris was not almost an auto-
crat, like Alexander. He was a comparatively helpless
monarch who wanted to rule in peace while extraneous
political feuds raged year in and year out in his capital.
All he could indicate was personal goodwill. When
opportunity arose he would profit by it to make a real
friendship between brother Slavs.

The station bell rang. The man who calls the names
of stations was heard bellowing: "Train for Nish,
Tsaribrod, Sofia, Stamboul!" The royal party stood
up and filed out from the waiting-room. The King
and Queen of Bulgaria were escorted to the waiting
express and into their sleeping-car. The barriers
closed; the whistle blew and the heavy train began to
lumber slowly over the rails. Boris and Joanna were
at the carriage windows and waved back to Alexander
like ordinary travellers. Joanna blew a kiss to her
cousin Sandro.

King Boris had invited King Alexander to visit
him on Bulgarian soil.

There is no doubt the commercial treaty had pre-
pared the way for an entente. Dernetrovitch said:
"The new treaty signed on the 24th May puts an end
to an abnormal economic relationship which has been
peculiarly disadvantageous to two peoples who are both
neighbours and brothers. Almost thirty-seven years
have passed since the last treaty of commerce between
Serbia and Bulgaria . , . the new treaty inaugurates a
new era of economic co-operation."

The Belgrade Press, reduced to apathy by the lifeless
politics of one-party government, was aroused by the